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Silence
Ursula Franklin in his work Silence And The Notion Of The Commons explains two impacts of acoustic technology: sound separation from its source and making the sound permanent. Technology has devised techniques to not only separate sound from its source but also to make it permanent.  This way it has impacted on the soundscape and also socially. It has helped normalize the rare things in past and made the ordinary things like homemade meals rare. The impacts on the soundscape have affected silence and slowly the culture of enjoying silence is dying away.
Silence assumes two dimensions: human quest for silence of communication and urge to modify the environment. It is part of spiritual experience and also the common good which are both related but different. To fully define silence, there must be a listener and the act of hearing. However, the absence of sound is a necessary condition. Silence could be planned or unplanned. Contemplative silence assumed in worship and mediation creates a conducive atmosphere for the unplanned and unprogrammed to take place. Silence could be attained collectively like in some Christian practices. This collective silence is powerful enough to connect people spiritually.  Christians have it as a requirement to hear the voice of God. Within such moments the unforeseen, unforeseeable and unprogrammed can occur.
Although the uncertainty in unplanned silence is at the heart of individual and communal sanity the environment today has jeopardized this in many ways. It is now possible to enforce silence through technologically engineered objects like megaphones that stifle other objects. Although it enables the planned events to occur, the need for unplanned silence is paramount. Manipulative noise in public places and events has privatized silence. It has deprive individuals of silence without their consent and one has to analyze the facets of the noise. For instance, games have been installed with background and active sounds that create different moods in different scenarios which could be discriminatory is some way. In the instance that a home team wins, the sound creates a celebratory mood and if it loses, a sad mood. 
We all have a right to silence and protection from assault by noise made for profit. It is time to restore the culture of enjoying silence by embracing it within our capacities at work, at home, everywhere. Everyone needs to create space for silence and meditation.
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